
TONY WATTS is a retired architect 
and an accomplished artist, who has 
sailed on the Humber since boyhood 
and is a longtime member of the 
Humber Yawl Club, where he has 
served as Mate and is currently joint 
editor of the club’s Yearbook. He has 
always been interested in the club’s 
history and its personalities who, in 
addition to George Holmes, included 
Albert Strange, Robin Balfour, the 
author Dorothy Una Ratcliffe, and 
W P Stevens, the American canoe and 
yacht designer and author of Traditions 
and Memories of American Yachting.

The HUMBER YAWL CLUB which 
George Holmes co-founded in 1883 
remains active, cruising and racing from 
its historic locations at Brough Haven 
and Winteringham. It celebrated its 
125th anniversary in 2008, and can be 
found at www.humberyawlclub.com.

The ALBERT STRANGE 
ASSOCIATION celebrates both 
Strange and Holmes and their like-
minded contemporaries, and has a 
particular interest in the Canoe-Yawl, 
past, present and future. It can be 
found at www.albertstrange.org.
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GEORGE HOLMES lived from 1861 
to 1940 on the northern side of the 
Humber estuary. He was an avid and 
accomplished sailor in small craft of his 
own design, in British waters and in 
mainland Europe, and his prolific writ-
ing and drawing have left us an absorb-
ing and charming record of his cruises, 
his boats, and the people and places he 
encountered.

In common with his friend and sailing 
companion Albert Strange, boats were 
not his regular occupation but were a 
diversion from his working life. And 
along with Strange, his name is forever 
associated with the development of the 
Canoe-Yawl, now enjoying a renewed 
popularity. Its sailing qualities make 
it arguably the best choice of craft for 
the single- or short-handed coastal and 
estuary sailor.

Holmes of the Humber is a nautical book 
and a social document.  Look within to 
appreciate the pioneering days of cruis-
ing under sail,  when enjoyment and ful-
filment sprang from personal endeavour 
and the camaraderie of the group, and 
were largely independent of the external 
forces which would control us today.

Tony Watts has combined original 
sources, Holmes’ published output and 
the recollections of his family, and his 
own knowledge and experience of the 
Humber sailing scene to produce this, 
The Essential George Holmes.
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